Winwick Parish Council

Chairman’s Report 2006/7

It is so pleasing to yet again be able to report a successful year in the life of Winwick Parish Council. The past 2 years have seen a major increase in local residents and organisations using Winwick Leisure Centre’s facilities and with income buoyant, the Parish Council has been able to hold the precept for 2007/08 at the same level as the previous year - £67,000. This works out at 71 pence a week for the average Band D property in Winwick. 

Our continued successes can only be achieved through “Team effort”” and I would take this opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors for their support and effort, together with the Leisure Centre Manager and her staff and our Parish Clerk and Finance Officer.

There is always more to do and despite opposition from the planning officers, the Development Control Committee has agreed to let the Parish Council extend the car parks at Winwick Leisure Centre to give it much need additional spaces. Parish Councillors, backed by local Borough Councillors John Joyce and Terry O’Neil together with other members on the Development Control Committee, argued that the extra spaces were for the benefit of the whole community and would not only provide extra facilities for Centre users, but would take traffic off  Myddleton Lane at School drop off and collection times. Work on the scheme will be starting in the near future, once we have agreed a landscaping scheme with the Planning.  Parking will also be enhanced through the provision of a new CCTV system which is being installed at the Centre, part of which will monitor the car parks and thus provide additional safety for the Centre users and their vehicles.

During the debate over whether to grant the approval to extend the car parks, Borough Councillors commented, very favourably, on Winwick Parish Council’s efforts in developing a truly self supporting Parish community facility and I believe we are the envy of many other Parishes. 
My hopes for the forthcoming year are to encourage participation in the work of the Parish Council and to get people interested in becoming a Parish Councillor. Elections to the Parish Council will be held in 2008 and one way you could find out more about the work of a Parish Councillor, would be to come along to our meetings which are held in public on the forth Tuesday of the month.

We will continue our commitment to improve services for our Parish and are currently working with the Church Council to develop a youth initiative aimed at providing new youth facilities, and working with Cheshire Police on a Community Speed Watch scheme.
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